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Appalachia may be the most mythologized and misunderstood place in America, its way of life and
inhabitants both caricatured and celebrated in the mainstream media. Over generations, though, the families
living in the mountainous region stretching from West Virginia to northeastern Alabama have forged one of
the country's richest and most distinctive cultures, encompassing music, food, architecture, customs, and
language.

In Appalachian Folkways, geographer John Rehder offers an engaging and enlightening account of southern
Appalachia and its cultural milieu that is at once sweeping and intimate. From architecture and traditional
livelihoods to beliefs and art, Rehder, who has spent thirty years studying the region, offers a nuanced
depiction of southern Appalachia's social and cultural identity. The book opens with an expert consideration
of the southern Appalachian landscape, defined by mountains, rocky soil, thick forests, and plentiful streams.
While these features have shaped the inhabitants of the region, Rehder notes, Appalachians have also shaped
their environment, and he goes on to explore the human influence on the landscape.

From physical geography, the book moves to settlement patterns, describing the Indian tribes that flourished
before European settlement and the successive waves of migration that brought Melungeon, Scotch-Irish,
English, and German settlers to the region, along with the cultural contributions each made to what became a
distinct Appalachian culture. Next focusing on the folk culture of Appalachia, Rehder details such cultural
expressions as architecture and landscape design; traditional and more recent ways of making a living, both
legal and illegal; foodstuffs and cooking techniques; folk remedies and belief systems; music, art, and the
folk festivals that today attract visitors from around the world; and the region's dialect. With its broad scope
and deep research, Appalachian Folkways accurately and evocatively chronicles a way of life that is fast
disappearing.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Reece:

The book Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover))? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape
(Hardcover)) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Cisneros:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Appalachian
Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)).

Lamar Carr:

This Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape
(Hardcover)) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

James Shockley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful



photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Appalachian Folkways (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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