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GAO identified several common themes among private entities under review with initiatives that provide
incentives for high-quality, efficient care, and selected physician organizations generally support these
themes. Specifically: •Private entities generally measure performance and make incentive payments at the
physician-group level rather than at the individual-physician level. Physician organizations favor this
approach. •Private entities use nationally endorsed performance metrics and noted the need for a
standardized set of metrics across all payers. Physician organizations concur that a standardized set of
metrics would be less administratively complex. •Most private entities in GAO's study provide financial
incentives tied to meeting absolute benchmarks--fixed performance targets--or a combination of absolute
benchmarks and performance improvement. Physician organizations prefer incentives tied to absolute
benchmarks over those based on how physicians perform relative to their peers. Physician organizations also
favored incentives that reward improvement because baseline levels of performance vary. •While private
entities' incentive payments vary in size and in method, private entities typically provide such payments
within 7 months of the end of the performance measurement period. Physician organizations stated that
financial incentives should be distributed soon after the measurement period to have the greatest effect on
performance. The efforts of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)--the agency within the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that administers the Medicare program--to transform the
physician payment system in Medicare reflect, to varying degrees, the themes that GAO identified among
selected private entities with physician payment incentives. Specifically, CMS is taking steps to do the
following: •Focus on group-level performance measurement and payment adjustments in the Value-based
Payment Modifier (Value Modifier) program, designed to adjust Medicare payments to physicians using
performance data on the quality and cost of care provided. However, CMS has yet to develop a method of
reliably measuring the performance of physicians in small practices in the Value Modifier program. •Apply
Value Modifier payment adjustments to outlier physicians--rewarding high performers and penalizing poor
performers--using absolute performance targets but not performance improvement. Under this benchmarking
strategy, it is likely that only high performers will elect to participate in the program's payment adjustment.
•Annually adjust payments through the Value Modifier 1 year after the performance measurement period
ends, rather than applying the Value Modifier closer to the time of service delivery. This time lag between
performance and payment adjustment may diminish the significance of the incentive to physicians.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Medicare
Physician Payment: Private-Sector Initiatives Can Help Inform CMS Quality and Efficiency Incentive
Efforts.

Thelma Burke:

Exactly why? Because this Medicare Physician Payment: Private-Sector Initiatives Can Help Inform CMS
Quality and Efficiency Incentive Efforts is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Wiley Wagner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Medicare Physician Payment:
Private-Sector Initiatives Can Help Inform CMS Quality and Efficiency Incentive Efforts, you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joseph Wilds:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Medicare Physician Payment: Private-Sector Initiatives Can Help Inform CMS Quality
and Efficiency Incentive Efforts we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being



creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Medicare Physician Payment: Private-Sector
Initiatives Can Help Inform CMS Quality and Efficiency Incentive Efforts. You can more inviting than now.
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