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Paul Courbin puts forward a penetrating and eloquent critique of the New Archeology, a movement of
primarily American and British archaeologists that began in the 1960s and continues today. The New
Archeologists dropped the "ae" spelling, symbolizing their intent to put the field on a modern and scientific
footing. They questioned the bases, the objectives, and consequently the methods of traditional archaeology.

Courbin examines this movement, its latent philosophy, its methods and their application, its theories, and its
results. He declares that the record shows a devastating failure. The New Archeologists, he contends, may
have developed scientific hypotheses, but in most cases they failed to carry out what is necessary to test their
theories, thus contradicting the very goals they had set for the discipline.

Reevaluating the field as a whole, Courbin asks, What is archaeology? He distinguishes it from such related
fields as history and anthropology, emphatically arguing that the primary task of archaeology is what the
archaeologist alone can accomplish: the establishment of facts—stratigraphies, time sequences, and
identification tools, bones, potsherds, and so on. When archaeological findings lead to historical or
anthropological conclusions, as they very often do, archaeologists must be aware that this involves a specific
change in their work; they are no longer archaeologists proper. The archaeologist's work, Courbin stresses, is
not a humble auxiliary of anthropology or history, but the foundation upon which historians and
anthropologists of ancient civilizations will build and without which their theories cannot but collapse. What
Is Archaeology? was originally published in French in 1982.
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

This What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research can bring
once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of
Archaeological Research having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Evan Hinson:

Here thing why this specific What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the
Nature of Archaeological Research giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of
Archaeological Research. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research in e-
book can be your choice.

Marcus Laws:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This What Is Archaeology?: An
Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michael Marx:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research when you
required it?
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