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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishnessis a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were aready in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of |ate antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study isuniquein that it draws on awide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,

classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Y oung:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries,
Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society)is asingle of several books this everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired a number of peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Nolan Russell:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days aways try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of themisthis The
Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society).

Ron Taylor:

The book The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and
Society) hasalot info on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Wanda Hardin:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of
booksin the top list in your reading list is definitely The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties,
Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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