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In this thorough and detailed study, Richard Douglass-Chin examines collectively for the first time the
autobiographies of nineteenth-century African American women evangelists, along with their eighteenth-
century forerunner "Belinda." By studying how black women evangelists employed dialogue created by
socioeconomic conditions, the author shows how their writings form the groundwork for a contemporary
womanist literature rooted in spirituality. Arguing that the writings have their own unique figurations and
forms that develop and alter over time, Douglass-Chin claims that the changing black female spiritual
narrative traces an important line in the ongoing traditions of black women's writing, a line that has only now
begun to be reclaimed and validated. Through references to the writings of black male autobiographers
Frederick Douglass, Richard Allen, Daniel Payne, and John Jea as well as the works of white female
autobiographers Harriet Livermore and Phoebe Palmer, Douglass-Chin is able to make valuable
comparisons.

Preacher Woman Sings the Blues begins with the study of black evangelists Belinda, Jarena Lee, and Zilpha

Elaw, continuing with Rebecca Cox Jackson, Sojourner Truth, Julia Foote, Amanda Smith, Elizabeth, and

Virginia Broughton. The author's discussion of Zora Neale Hurston focuses on how Hurston operates as a

connection between early black women evangelist writers and black women writing in America today. He

ends with the works of Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, and Toni Cade Bambara.

By examining the early traditions prefiguring contemporary African American women's texts and the impact

that race and gender have on them, Douglass-Chin shows how the nineteenth-century black women's works

are still of utmost importance to many African American women writers today. Preacher Woman Sings the

Blues makes a valuable contribution to literary criticism and theoretical analysis and will be welcomed by

scholars and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Poston:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Preacher Woman Sings the
Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American Evangelists. All type of book are you
able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Anna Chew:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The
Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American Evangelists ended up being making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-
book Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American
Evangelists is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Preacher
Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American Evangelists. You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Rhonda Joiner:

The book Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American
Evangelists will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea
is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Preacher
Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century African American Evangelists is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Tim Gonzalez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth-Century
African American Evangelists when you essential it?
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