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Most Americans strongly favor equality of opportunity if not outcome, but many are weary of poverty's
seeming immunity to public policy. This helps to explain the recent attention paid to cultural and genetic
explanations of persistent poverty, including claims that economic inequality is a function of intellectual
ability, as well as more subtle depictions of the United States as a meritocracy where barriers to achievement
are personal--either voluntary or inherited--rather than systemic. This volume of original essays by
luminaries in the economic, social, and biological sciences, however, confirms mounting evidence that the
connection between intelligence and inequality is surprisingly weak and demonstrates that targeted
educational and economic reforms can reduce the income gap and improve the country's aggregate
productivity and economic well-being. It also offers a novel agenda of equal access to valuable associations.

Amartya Sen, John Roemer, Robert M. Hauser, Glenn Loury, Orley Ashenfelter, and others sift and analyze
the latest arguments and quantitative findings on equality in order to explain how merit is and should be
defined, how economic rewards are distributed, and how patterns of economic success persist across
generations. Moving well beyond exploration, they draw specific conclusions that are bold yet empirically
grounded, finding that schooling improves occupational success in ways unrelated to cognitive ability, that
IQ is not a strong independent predictor of economic success, and that people's associations--their
neighborhoods, working groups, and other social ties--significantly explain many of the poverty traps we
observe.

The optimistic message of this beautifully edited book is that important violations of equality of opportunity
do exist but can be attenuated by policies that will serve the general economy. Policy makers will read with
interest concrete suggestions for crafting economically beneficial anti-discrimination measures, enhancing
educational and associational opportunity, and centering economic reforms in community-based institutions.
Here is an example of some of our most brilliant social thinkers using the most advanced techniques that
their disciplines have to offer to tackle an issue of great social importance.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Jude:

The particular book Meritocracy and Economic Inequality will bring that you the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Meritocracy and Economic Inequality is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Charlene Martinez:

The book with title Meritocracy and Economic Inequality posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jacob Smith:

The reason why? Because this Meritocracy and Economic Inequality is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Kurt Chapman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Meritocracy and
Economic Inequality which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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