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The British Empire at its height governed more than half the world’s Muslims. It was a political imperative
for the Empire to present itself to Muslims as a friend and protector, to take seriously what one scholar called
its role as “the greatest Mohamedan power in the world.” Few tasks were more important than engagement
with the pilgrimage to Mecca.

Every year, tens of thousands of Muslims set out for Mecca from imperial territories throughout Africa, the
Middle East, and Asia, from the Atlantic Ocean to the South China Sea. Men and women representing all
economic classes and scores of ethnic and linguistic groups made extraordinary journeys across waterways,
deserts, and savannahs, creating huge challenges for officials charged with the administration of these
pilgrims. They had to balance the religious obligation to travel against the desire to control the pilgrims’
movements, and they became responsible for the care of those who ran out of money. John Slight traces the
Empire’s complex interactions with the Hajj from the 1860s, when an outbreak of cholera led Britain to
engage reluctantly in medical regulation of pilgrims, to the Suez Crisis of 1956. The story draws on a varied
cast of characters?Richard Burton, Thomas Cook, the Begums of Bhopal, Lawrence of Arabia, and frontline
imperial officials, many of them Muslim?and gives voice throughout to the pilgrims themselves.

The British Empire and the Hajj is a crucial resource for understanding how this episode in imperial history
was experienced by rulers and ruled alike.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Dreher:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The British Empire and the Hajj:
1865-1956 e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The British Empire
and the Hajj: 1865-1956 as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Daniel Hanson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be go through. The British Empire and the Hajj: 1865-1956 can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Elizabeth Johannes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The British Empire and the Hajj: 1865-
1956 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Pamela Dodge:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The British Empire and the Hajj: 1865-1956 when you necessary it?
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