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Henry Dumas (1934–1968) was a writer who did not live to see most of his fiction and poetry in print. A son
of Sweet Home, Arkansas, and Harlem, he devoted himself to the creation of a black literary cosmos, one in
which black literature and culture were windows into the human condition. While he certainly should be
understood in the context of the cultural and political movements of the 1960s?Black Arts, Black Power, and
Civil Rights?his writing, and ultimately his life, were filled with ambiguities and contradictions.

Dumas was shot and killed in 1968 in Harlem months before his thirty-fourth birthday by a white transit
policeman under circumstances never fully explained. After his death he became a kind of literary legend,
but one whose full story was unknown. A devoted cadre of friends and later admirers from the 1970s to the
present pushed for the publication of his work. Toni Morrison championed him as “an absolute genius.”
Amiri Baraka, a writer not quick to praise others, claimed that Dumas produced “actual art, real, man, and
stunning.” Eugene Redmond and Quincy Troupe heralded Dumas’s poetry, short stories, and work as an
editor of “little” magazines.

With Visible Man, Jeffrey B. Leak offers a full examination of both Dumas’s life and his creative
development. Given unprecedented access to the Dumas archival materials and numerous interviews with
family, friends, and writers who knew him in various contexts, Leak opens the door to Dumas’s rich and at
times frustrating life, giving us a layered portrait of an African American writer and his coming of age during
one of the most volatile and transformative decades in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Visible
Man: The Life of Henry Dumas.

Randy Anderson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Susan Parker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Visible Man: The Life of Henry
Dumas, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Kay Young:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Visible Man: The Life of Henry Dumas why because the great cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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