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With 1 billion Catholics in the world -- and 57 million in the United States alone -- Catholicism is the world's
most familiar religion. Yet many facets of this varied and dynamic tradition remain unknown or poorly
understood. Now The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism offers a one-volume comprehensive and
authoritative guide to the people, doctrines, history, worship, art, spirituality, literature, theological
developments, and changes that have shaped the Church over nearly two millennia.

Led by general editor Richard P. McBrien, bestselling author of Catholicism, an editorial team drawn almost
entirely from the University of Notre Dame has collected more than 4,200 entries written by 280 leading
experts from around the world and across the theological spectrum, including Benedict Ashley, Gerald
O'Collins, Sandra B. Schneiders, Hans Küng, Walter H. Principe, Elizabeth Johnson, Joseph A. Fitzmyer,
Virgilio Elizondo, Catherine Mowry LaCugna, Robert F. Taft, Peter Hebblethwaite, Dermot A. Lane,
Francis A. Sullivan, Robert F. Trisco, and John Strynkowski. A concise reference for understanding Catholic
terms such as vigil light and maniple, The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism also offers superb
feature-length entries on subjects ranging from the seven sacraments, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Peter, Paul, Augustine, and Aquinas to prayer and Christian spirituality, Catholicism in the
United States, women in the Church, and Vatican II.

Treating Catholicism as a unique tradition, community, and way of life, the encyclopedia defines and
describes topics such as Eastern Catholicism, canon law, devotions, religious orders and lay organizations,
and saints, angels, and archangels. Also included are tables of the liturgical calendar, ecumenical councils,
and a list of all the popes, complete with a brief biography of each.

A convenient and reliable source of information regarding every aspect of Catholicism, past and present, The
HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism covers the controversy and dissent within the Church as well as
its teachings and beliefs, providing a balanced and unparalleled resource for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of Catholic life.
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From reader reviews:

Madelyn McDowell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism. Try to
stumble through book The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism as your buddy. It means that it can
being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Parker:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The
HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Steven Jones:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The publication The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of
Catholicism. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Wanda Riddle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The
HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism.
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