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Evolutionary theory made its stage debut as early as the 1840s, reflecting a scientific advancement that was
fast changing the world. Tracing this development in dozens of mainstream European and American plays,
as well as in circus, vaudeville, pantomime, and "missing link" performances, Theatre and Evolution from
Ibsen to Beckett reveals the deep, transformative entanglement among science, art, and culture in modern
times.

The stage proved to be no mere handmaiden to evolutionary science, though, often resisting and altering the
ideas at its core. Many dramatists cast suspicion on the arguments of evolutionary theory and rejected its
claims, even as they entertained its thrilling possibilities. Engaging directly with the relation of science and
culture, this book considers the influence of not only Darwin but also Lamarck, Chambers, Spencer,
Wallace, Haeckel, de Vries, and other evolutionists on 150 years of theater. It shares significant new insights
into the work of Ibsen, Shaw, Wilder, and Beckett, and writes female playwrights, such as Susan Glaspell
and Elizabeth Baker, into the theatrical record, unpacking their dramatic explorations of biological
determinism, gender essentialism, the maternal instinct, and the "cult of motherhood."

It is likely that more people encountered evolution at the theater than through any other art form in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Considering the liveliness and immediacy of the theater and its
reliance on a diverse community of spectators and the power that entails, this book is a key text for grasping
the extent of the public's adaptation to the new theory and the legacy of its representation on the perceived
legitimacy (or illegitimacy) of scientific work.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

This Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett can
bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Binkley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett can be good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lamont Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Theatre
and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Richard Haley:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theatre and Evolution from Ibsen to Beckett
can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?
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