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Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty has long been portrayed as the most potent symbol of all that is wrong
with big government. Conservatives deride the War on Poverty for corruption and the creation of “poverty
pimps,” and even liberals carefully distance themselves from it. Examining the long War on Poverty from
the 1960s onward, this book makes a controversial argument that the programs were in many ways a success,
reducing poverty rates and weaving a social safety net that has proven as enduring as programs that came out
of the New Deal.

The War on Poverty also transformed American politics from the grass roots up, mobilizing poor people
across the nation. Blacks in crumbling cities, rural whites in Appalachia, Cherokees in Oklahoma, Puerto
Ricans in the Bronx, migrant Mexican farmworkers, and Chinese immigrants from New York to California
built social programs based on Johnson’s vision of a greater, more just society. Contributors to this volume
chronicle these vibrant and largely unknown histories while not shying away from the flaws and failings of
the movement?including inadequate funding, co-optation by local political elites, and blindness to the reality
that mothers and their children made up most of the poor.

In the twenty-first century, when one in seven Americans receives food stamps and community health
centers are the largest primary care system in the nation, the War on Poverty is as relevant as ever. This book
helps us to understand the turbulent era out of which it emerged and why it remains so controversial to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Hutchins:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The War on Poverty: A New
Grassroots History, 1964-1980 will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Daniel Moore:

This The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History,
1964-1980 can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Henry Brown:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The War on Poverty: A
New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

James Hudson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is The War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980.
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