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With England’s Great Transformation, Marc W. Steinberg throws a wrench into our understanding of the
English Industrial Revolution, largely revising the thesis at heart of Karl Polanyi’s landmark The Great
Transformation. The conventional wisdom has been that in the nineteenth century, England quickly moved
toward a modern labor market where workers were free to shift from employer to employer in response to
market signals. Expanding on recent historical research, Steinberg finds to the contrary that labor contracts,
centered on insidious master-servant laws, allowed employers and legal institutions to work in tandem to
keep employees in line.

Building his argument on three case studies—the Hanley pottery industry, Hull fisheries, and Redditch
needlemakers—Steinberg employs both local and national analyses to emphasize the ways in which these
master-servant laws allowed employers to use the criminal prosecutions of workers to maintain control of
their labor force. Steinberg provides a fresh perspective on the dynamics of labor control and class power,
integrating the complex pathways of Marxism, historical institutionalism, and feminism, and giving readers a
subtle, yet revelatory new understanding of workplace control and power during England’s Industrial
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Steele:

The book England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial Revolution can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial Revolution? Some of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the
Industrial Revolution has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Sandoval:

The particular book England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial Revolution has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Gary Wilson:

England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial Revolution can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing England's Great
Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial Revolution although doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Henrietta Belcher:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be England's Great Transformation: Law, Labor, and the Industrial
Revolution. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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