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How do Supreme Court justices decide their cases? Do they follow their policy preferences? Or are they
constrained by the law and by other political actors? The Constrained Court combines new theoretical
insights and extensive data analysis to show that law and politics together shape the behavior of justices on
the Supreme Court.

Michael Bailey and Forrest Maltzman show how two types of constraints have influenced the decision
making of the modern Court. First, Bailey and Maltzman document that important legal doctrines, such as
respect for precedents, have influenced every justice since 1950. The authors find considerable variation in
how these doctrines affect each justice, variation due in part to the differing experiences justices have
brought to the bench. Second, Bailey and Maltzman show that justices are constrained by political factors.
Justices are not isolated from what happens in the legislative and executive branches, and instead respond in
predictable ways to changes in the preferences of Congress and the president.

The Constrained Court shatters the myth that justices are unconstrained actors who pursue their personal
policy preferences at all costs. By showing how law and politics interact in the construction of American
law, this book sheds new light on the unique role that the Supreme Court plays in the constitutional order.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sims:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the
Decisions Justices Make seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics,
and the Decisions Justices Make is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with
the book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices Make. You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Tim Walton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions
Justices Make it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Jody Tolar:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices
Make this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal all of you.

June Hargrove:

Beside that The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices Make in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It



is good thing to have The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices Make because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
as well as read it from right now!
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