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Pericles has had the rare distinction of giving his name to an entire period of history, embodying what has
often been taken as the golden age of the ancient Greek world. "Periclean" Athens witnessed tumultuous
political and military events, and achievements of the highest order in philosophy, drama, poetry, oratory,
and architecture. Pericles of Athens is the first book in more than two decades to reassess the life and legacy
of one of the greatest generals, orators, and statesmen of the classical world.

In this compelling critical biography, Vincent Azoulay provides an unforgettable portrait of Pericles and his
turbulent era, shedding light on his powerful family, his patronage of the arts, and his unrivaled influence on
Athenian politics and culture. He takes a fresh look at both the classical and modern reception of Pericles,
recognizing his achievements as well as his failings while deftly avoiding the adulatory or hypercritical
positions staked out by some scholars today. From Thucydides and Plutarch to Voltaire and Hegel, ancient
and modern authors have questioned the great statesman's relationship with democracy and Athenian society.
Did Pericles hold supreme power over willing masses or was he just a gifted representative of popular
aspirations? Was Periclean Athens a democracy in name only, as Thucydides suggests? This is the enigma
that Azoulay investigates in this groundbreaking book.

Pericles of Athens offers a balanced look at the complex life and afterlife of the legendary "first citizen of
Athens" who presided over the birth of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Pericles of Athens?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Charles Stephens:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Pericles of Athens can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Pericles of Athens.

Brad Hawkes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Pericles of Athens as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Pericles of Athens to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Beverly McClendon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Pericles of Athens.
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