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From Henry Darger's elaborate paintings of young girls caught in a vicious war to the sacred art of the
Reverend Howard Finster, the work of outsider artists has achieved unique status in the art world. Celebrated
for their lack of traditional training and their position on the fringes of society, outsider artists nonetheless
participate in a traditional network of value, status, and money. After spending years immersed in the world
of self-taught artists, Gary Alan Fine presents Everyday Genius, one of the most insightful and
comprehensive examinations of this network and how it confers artistic value.

Fine considers the differences among folk art, outsider art, and self-taught art, explaining the economics of
this distinctive art market and exploring the dimensions of its artistic production and distribution.
Interviewing dealers, collectors, curators, and critics and venturing into the backwoods and inner-city homes
of numerous self-taught artists, Fine describes how authenticity is central to the system in which
artists—often poor, elderly, members of a minority group, or mentally ill—are seen as having an unfettered
form of expression highly valued in the art world. Respected dealers, he shows, have a hand in burnishing
biographies of the artists, and both dealers and collectors trade in identities as much as objects.

Revealing the inner workings of an elaborate and prestigious world in which money, personalities, and
values affect one another, Fine speaks eloquently to both experts and general readers, and provides rare
access to a world of creative invention-both by self-taught artists and by those who profit from their work.

“Indispensable for an understanding of this world and its workings. . . . Fine’s book is not an attack on the
Outsider Art phenomenon. But it is masterful in its anatomization of some of its contradictions, conflicts,
pressures, and absurdities.”—Eric Gibson, Washington Times
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of
Authenticity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Margaret Watkins:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art
and the Culture of Authenticity is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Terry Kiser:

This Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the
Culture of Authenticity can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amy Quist:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity we can acquire more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Everyday Genius: Self-
Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity. You can more inviting than now.
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