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There is no genuine affiliation between Joyce’s book "A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man" and this book
with the exception of the mock title that might suggest a "genre". Though, Joyce’s portraiture genre,
superimposed over a restless American landscape, becomes blurred. In reality "A Portrait of the Artist as an
Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine" is an antidote to Joyce’s story. In Joyce’s story the characters fold inside
the chronicle and become "elements of style". In "A Portrait of the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-
Machine" the characters appear, swell and decay as real living experiences, though mundane. As opposed to
Joyce’s super-esthetic and pedantic tale where even the pain is suffered as part of some metaphor, this story
tends to show that an American version of it is nothing but a byproduct of a society that is wide enough to
gulp down success, happiness, failures, anxiety, malaise and death without affectation.

The portrait-story is set in a small town called New Braintree and moves around three school pals – Mostly,
Walter and Peter - whose lives intersect for the length of the story: Mostly, the main character, stands out as
a nonconformist genius and a trouble-packed kid. He is living his anger filled childhood as if he was hurled
into his own life by forces outside his control. Walter is a "prince" boy, and functions as a counterpoint to
Mostly. It is as if Walter could act only as long as he is part of this double-portrait, though in essence he’d
like to be Mostly. Peter is the witnessing chronicler. As opposed to Mostly and Walter, he acts always like a
thin and unnoticeable shadow. In this trio, Mostly is the one who puts a fresh and original spin on teenage
happenings and its growing pains. Thus, the story evolves most of the time around Mostly’s rebellious
personality and his spoiled life, seen him either as a problems ridden child - unable to put his life back in
order after his mom dies - or as a teenager that falls prey to drugs and gambling, or, at the end, as a young-
man-crusader for lost causes for which he dies. Mostly’s case would prove not only that brightness and
geniality could be weakened and eventually shattered by recklessness and excessive misbehavior, but also
that fate and circumstance are playing sometimes an even more fatal role. Though, after all, there is
something very wrong and frightening about a genius, who is nothing but an accident of nature, capable to
create chaos and mayhem in his life and the life of the others due to a huge imbalance between a swamped
brain and the limited degree of freedom he can use on a daily bases to participate in a life experience.

The book consists of an introduction and twelve chapters. The introduction is a kaleidoscopic view of the
whole story, like a mosaic built out of stone fragments gathered at different times, inconsequential and so
incoherent. The mosaic function as a photomontage of character vignettes that anticipate the story’s events
and encounters. Then the story itself marches on Mostly’s beat, building a self-centered approach to life that
eventually but unpredictably fails in death. From Mostly’s early age, people see him as sort of a thinking
machine. At times he displays a dual personality – intelligent and emotionally rich as opposed to genial and
dry-hearted or even cruel. His school years are plagued with neglect, mischief, mental breakdown, and
daring or outright dangerous acts. In the background his life seems consumed by horrific memories and
feelings of guilt - over his mom’s death, over his brother’s early demise - and by his own incapacity to build
self-esteem and live a no!

rmal life. Fatefully, he evolves in contempt to any norms and gets exposed to the roughness of life. Always
struggling, either battling lonely the faceless enemy surfacing on his brain or real characters that mess up his
youth years, Mostly projects the strange feeling that he is living all his life inside an unresolved teenage
crisis. His
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The book A Portrait of the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book A Portrait of the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve A Portrait of the Artist as an
Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Daniel Hendrix:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Portrait of
the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick A Portrait of the Artist as an
Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine become your current starter.

Jenni Roberts:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go through. A
Portrait of the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Gene Baker:

The book untitled A Portrait of the Artist as an Anthropomorphic Genius-Machine contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.
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