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Set against the backdrop of Redwood forests and shimmering vineyards, Seré Prince Halverson's
compelling debut tellsthe story of two women, bound by an unspeakable loss, who each claimsto be
the mother of the same two children.

To EllaBeene, happiness means living in the northern Californiariver town of Elbow with her husband, Joe,
and his two young children. Y et one summer day Joe breaks his own rule-never turn your back on the
ocean-and a sleeper wave strikes him down, drowning not only the man but his many secrets.

For three years, Ella has been the only mother the kids have known and has believed that their biological
mother, Paige, abandoned them. But when Paige shows up at the funeral, intent on reclaiming the children,
Ella soon realizes there may be more to Paige and Joe's story. "Ella's the best thing that's happened to this
family," say her close-knit Italian-American in-laws, for generations the proprietors of alocal market. But
their devotion quickly falters when the custody fight between mother and stepmother urgently and
powerfully collides with Ella's quest for truth.

The Underside of Joy is not afairy-tale version of stepmotherhood pitting good Ella against evil Paige, but
an exploration of the complex relationship of two mothers. Their conflict uncovers a map of scars-both
physical and emotional-to the families deeply buried tragedies, including Italian internment camps during
World War 1l and postpartum psychosis.

Weaving arich fictional tapestry abundantly alive with the glorious natural beauty of the novel's setting,
Halverson is a captivating guide through the flora and fauna of human emotion-grief and anger, shame and
forgiveness, happiness and its shadow complement . . . the underside of joy.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Jones:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Underside of Joy will make you
to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

L ouis Gayman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Underside of Joy can be great book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Jennifer Klen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Underside of Joy why because the excellent cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Davis:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Underside of Joy can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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