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Simon Schama brings Britain to life through its portraits, as seen in the five-part BBC series The Face of
Britain and the major National Portrait Gallery exhibition Churchill and his painter locked in a struggle of
stares and glares; Gainsborough watching his daughters run after a butterfly; a black Othello in the
nineteenth century; the poet-artist Rossetti trying to capture on canvas what he couldn't possess in life; a
surgeon-artist making studies of wounded faces brought in from the Battle of the Somme; a naked John
Lennon five hours before his death. In the age of the hasty glance and the selfie, Simon Schama has written a
tour de force about the long exchange of looks from which British portraits have been made over the
centuries: images of the modest and the mighty; of friends and lovers; heroes and working people. Each of
them - the image-maker, the subject, and the rest of us who get to look at them - are brought unforgettably to
life. Together they build into a collective picture of Britain, our past and our present, a look into the mirror of
our identity at a moment when we are wondering just who we are. Combining his two great passions, British
history and art history, for the first time, Schama's extraordinary storytelling reveals the truth behind the
nation's most famous portrayals of power, love, fame, the self, and the people. Mesmerising in its breadth
and its panache, and beautifully illustrated, with more than 150 images from the National Portrait Gallery,
The Face of Britain will change the way we see our past - and ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Face of Britain: A
History of the Nation through its Portraits. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Joseph Haner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Face of Britain: A History of the Nation through
its Portraits was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The book The Face of Britain: A History of the Nation through its Portraits is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Face
of Britain: A History of the Nation through its Portraits. You never experience lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Linda McGrane:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Face of Britain: A History of the Nation through its Portraits why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

David Peacock:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The Face of Britain: A History of the Nation through its Portraits was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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