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This is a lively and original book, which treats Western biomedical discourse about illness in Africa as a
cultural system that constructed "the African" out of widely varying, and sometimes improbable, materials.
Referring mainly to British dependencies in East and Central Africa in the late nineteenth to the mid-
twentieth century, it draws on diverse sources ranging from court records and medical journals to fund-
raising posters and "jungle doctor" cartoons. Curing Their Ills brings refreshing concreteness and dynamism
to the discussion of European attitudes toward their others, as it traces the shifts and variations in medical
discourse on African illness.

Among the topics the book covers are the differences between missionary medicine, which emphasized
individual responsibility for sin and disease, and secular medicine, which tended toward an ethnic model of
collective pathology; leprosy and the construction of the social role of "the leper"; and the struggle to define
insanity in a context of great ignorance about what the "normal African" was like and a determination to
crush indigenous beliefs about bewitchment.

The underlying assumption of this discourse was that disease was produced by the disintegration and
degeneration of "tribal" cultures, which was seen to be occurring in the process of individualization and
modernization. This was a cultural rather than a materialist model, the argument being that Africans were
made sick not by the material changes to their lives and environment, but by their cultural "maladaptation" to
modern life. The "scientific" discourse about the biological inferiority of "the African," traced by one school
of scientists to defects in the frontal lobe, makes painful reading today; it persisted into the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Kimmel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Jean Gadson:

The book untitled Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Ryan Moore:

This Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness is brand-new way for you who has interest to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Curing Their Ills: Colonial
Power and African Illness can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and knowledge.

Christine Cote:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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