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A critical look at the development of the phenomenological approach to the study of religion, revealing its
evaluative and metaphysical concepts.

A penetrating critigue of the dominant approach to the study of religion, The Palitics of Spirit exploresthe
historical and philosophical scaffolding of the phenomenology of religion. Although this approach purports
to give avalue-free, neutral description of religious data, it actually imposes a set of metaphysical and
evaluative concepts on that data. A very harmful ethnocentrism has resulted, which plagues the academic
study of religion to this day. Analysis of the history, core texts, and discursive structure of phenomenology
of religion reveals how this ethnocentrism is embedded within its assumptions. Of particular interest is the
revelation of the extent to which Hegel’ sideas—over those of Husserl—contributed to the tenets that
became standard in the study of religion.

Tim Murphy argues that the poststructuralist concept of genealogy, as derived from Nietzsche, can both
describe religion better than the phenomenological approach and avoid the political pitfalls of ethnocentrism
by replacing its core categories with the categories of difference, contingency, and otherness. Ultimately,
Murphy argues that postmodern geneal ogy should replace phenomenology as the paradigm for
understanding both religion and the study of religion.

Tim Murphy is an Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Alabama. He is the author of

Nietzsche, Metaphor, Religion, aso published by SUNY Press, and Representing Religion: Essaysin
History, Theory, and Crisis.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Patrick:

This The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of
Religion) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of
this The Palitics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issuesin the Study of
Religion) can be on thelist of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY
series, Issuesin the Study of Religion) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such asrich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Samuel Stratton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion
(SUNY series, Issuesin the Study of Religion) this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of
thisworld now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when
he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Robert Music:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY
series, Issues in the Study of Religion) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

AllieLittlefield:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromiit. It is called of
book The Poalitics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issuesin the Study of



Religion). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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