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In an America obsessed with quickie enlightenment and wisdom-acquisition, Ptolemy Tompkinsis a seeker
who has been there and done that. From Black Elk to the Dalai Lama -- from Hun Tun and mescaline to
motorcycle Zen and mind at large -- the acclaimed author of Paradise Fever has followed many roadsin
pursuit of auniversal truth. And he has survived to tell the tale.

The Beaten Path

Ptolemy Tompkins came of age in the "70s -- before Americans began spending uplifting Tuesdays with
Morrie or perusing Little Instruction Books. In the wake of a quintessentially New Age childhood as the son
of theradical freethinker Peter Tompkins, author of the bestselling The Secret Life of Plants, Ptolemy began
apersona quest for enlightenment decades before it became trendy to do so. He gained much valuable
insight as he careened from Buddha to the Bhagavad-Gita, from Krishnato Carlos Castaneda. But how much
actual "wisdom" he accrued is a matter the author himself admitsis up for debate.

The Beaten Path is awork of great intelligence that is profound, moving, and hilariously entertaining. In his
funny and touching account of a spiritual journey that went wildly off course, the author bares his soul even
as he knocks down the gaudy signposts that guide eager pilgrims through today's pop-wisdom landscape. Y et
he never loses sight of what is valuable and true in the literature of the spirit.

Part gripping personal memoir, part merciless-yet-affectionate critique, and part genuine prescription for the
good life, The Beaten Path is a provocative gift from aman who left no page unturned, no odyssey
uncompleted, in his determination to find direction and meaning in the cosmos. In exploring what it is that
makes so many of his contemporaries actively seek the light of peace and transformation in its most
convenient and palatable form, he offers readers a unique, idiosyncratic insight into our modern world. And
he has great fun while doing so.
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From reader reviews:
Judith Lucas:

Typically the book The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy World will bring you
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe theideais very unique.
When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Beaten Path: Field Notes
on Getting Wisein aWisdom-Crazy World is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Albert Jones:

The guide with title The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy World includes alot
of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you in new eraof the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Salvador Swain:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on
this era, many waysto get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wise in a Wisdom-Crazy World can make
you feel more interested to read.

Calvin Cline:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting
Wisein a Wisdom-Crazy World to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading skill
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open abook and go through it. Beside that the guide The Beaten Path: Field Notes on Getting Wisein a
Wisdom-Crazy World can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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