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A New York Times Notable Book for 2012.  From a hunchbacked dwarf to a paranoid poet–assassin, a
history of Victorian England as seen through the numerous assassination attempts on Queen Victoria. 

During Queen Victoria’s 64-year reign, no fewer than eight attempts were made on her life. Murphy follows
each would-be assassin and the repercussions of their actions, illuminating daily life in Victorian England,
the development of the monarchy under Queen Victoria and the evolution of the attacks in light of evolving
social issues and technology.

There was Edward Oxford, a bartender who dreamed of becoming an admiral, who was simply shocked
when his attempt to shoot the pregnant Queen and Prince consort made him a madman in the world’s eyes.
There was hunchbacked John Bean, who dreamed of historical notoriety in a publicized treason trial, and
William Hamilton, forever scarred by the ravages of the Irish Potato Famine. Roderick MacLean enabled
Victoria to successfully strike insanity pleas from Britain’s legal process. Most threatening of all were the
“dynamitards” who targeted her Majesty’s Golden Jubilee?who signaled the advent of modern terrorism with
their publicly focused attack.

From these cloak-and-dagger plots to Victoria’s brilliant wit and steadfast courage, Shooting Victoria is
historical narrative at its most thrilling, complete with astute insight into how these attacks actually
revitalized the British crown at a time when monarchy was quickly becoming unpopular abroad. While
thrones across Europe toppled, the Queen’s would-be assassins contributed greatly to the preservation of the
monarchy and to the stability that it enjoys today. After all, as Victoria herself noted, “It is worth being shot
at?to see how much one is loved.”

32 pages of black & white and color illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Linda Carroll:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Shooting Victoria:
Madness, Mayhem, and the Rebirth of the British Monarchy suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Shooting Victoria: Madness, Mayhem, and the
Rebirth of the British Monarchyis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lois Huseby:

Why? Because this Shooting Victoria: Madness, Mayhem, and the Rebirth of the British Monarchy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Marlyn Melia:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Shooting Victoria: Madness, Mayhem, and the Rebirth of the British Monarchy will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Tracy Brown:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shooting Victoria: Madness, Mayhem, and the
Rebirth of the British Monarchy can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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