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On a February night in 1897, the general store in Walford, Iowa, burned down. The next morning,
townspeople discovered a charred corpse in the ashes. Everyone knew that the store’s owner, Frank Novak,
had been sleeping in the store as a safeguard against burglars. Now all that remained were a few of his
personal items scattered under the body. At first, it seemed to be a tragic accident mitigated just a bit by
Novak’s foresight in buying generous life insurance policies to provide for his family. But soon an
investigation by the ambitious new county attorney, M. J. Tobin, turned up evidence suggesting that the dead
man might actually be Edward Murray, a hard-drinking local laborer. Relying upon newly developed
forensic techniques, Tobin gradually built a case implicating Novak in Murray’s murder. But all he had was
circumstantial evidence, and up to that time few murder convictions had been won on that basis in the United
States. Others besides Tobin were interested in the case, including several companies that had sold Novak
life insurance policies. One agency hired detectives to track down every clue regarding the suspect’s
whereabouts. Newspapers across the country ran sensational headlines with melodramatic coverage of the
manhunt. Veteran detective Red Perrin’s determined trek over icy mountain paths and dangerous river rapids
to the raw Yukon Territory town of Dawson City, which was booming with prospectors as the Klondike gold
rush began, made for especially good copy. Skull in the Ashes traces the actions of Novak, Tobin, and
Perrin, showing how the Walford fire played a pivotal role in each man’s life. Along the way, author Peter
Kaufman gives readers a fascinating glimpse into forensics, detective work, trial strategies, and prison life at
the close of the nineteenth century. As much as it is a chilling tale of a cold-blooded murder and its
aftermath, this is also the story of three ambitious young men and their struggle to succeed in a rapidly
modernizing world.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Cobb:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Skull in the Ashes: Murder, a Gold Rush Manhunt, and the Birth of
Circumstantial Evidence in America.

Joan Stump:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Skull in the Ashes: Murder, a
Gold Rush Manhunt, and the Birth of Circumstantial Evidence in America, you are able to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Sandra Fritz:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Skull in the Ashes:
Murder, a Gold Rush Manhunt, and the Birth of Circumstantial Evidence in America which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Richard Mason:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book Skull in the Ashes: Murder, a Gold Rush Manhunt, and the Birth of Circumstantial
Evidence in America we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life by this book Skull in the Ashes: Murder, a Gold Rush Manhunt, and
the Birth of Circumstantial Evidence in America. You can more desirable than now.
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