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The first rule of biography, wrote Justin Kaplan: “Shoot the widow.”

In her new book, Meryle Secrest, acclaimed biographer (“Knowing, sympathetic and entertainingly
droll”—The New York Times), writes about her comic triumphs and misadventures as a biographer in search
of her nine celebrated subjects, about how the hunt for a “life” is like working one’s way through a maze,
full of fall starts, dead ends, and occasional clear passages leading to the next part of the puzzle.

She writes about her first book, a life of Romaine Brooks, and how she was led to Nice and given invaluable
letters by her subject’s heir that were slid across the table, one at a time; how she was led to the villa of
Brooks’ lover, Gabriele d’Annunzio (poet, playwright, and aviator), a fantastic mausoleum left untouched
since the moment of his death seventy years before; to a small English village, where she uncovered a lost
Romaine Brooks painting; and finally, to 20, rue Jacob, Paris, where Romaine’s lover, Natalie Barney, had
fifty years before entertained Cocteau, Gide, Proust, Colette, and others.

Secrest describes how her next book—a life of Berenson—prompted Francis Steegmuller, fellow biographer,
to comment that he wouldn’t touch the subject with a ten-foot pole.

For her life of British art historian Kenneth Clark, Secrest was given permission to write the book by her
subject, who surreptitiously financed it in the hopes of controlling its contents; we see how Clark’s plan was
foiled by a jealous mistress and a stash of love letters that helped Secrest navigate Clark’s obstacle course.

Among the other biographical (mis)adventures, Secrest reveals: how she tracked Salvador Dalí to a hospital
room, found him recovering from serious burns sustained in a mysterious fire, and learned that he was knee-
deep in a scandal involving fake drawings and prints and surrounded by dangerous characters out of Murder,
Inc. . . . and how she went in search of a subject’s grave (Frank Lloyd Wright’s) only to find that his body
had been dug up to satisfy the whim of his last wife.

A fascinating account of a life spent in sometimes arduous, sometimes comical, always exciting pursuit of
the truth about other lives.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Shoot the Widow: Adventures of a
Biographer in Search of Her Subject book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Christina Mundell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Shoot the Widow: Adventures of a Biographer in Search of Her Subject as the
daily resource information.

Myrtle McDonald:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Shoot the
Widow: Adventures of a Biographer in Search of Her Subject suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Shoot the Widow: Adventures of a
Biographer in Search of Her Subjectis the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Gene Lyons:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Shoot the Widow: Adventures of a Biographer in Search of Her Subject can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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