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How the elusive imaginary number was first imagined, and how to imagine it yourself

Imagining Numbers (particularly the square root of minus fifteen) is Barry Mazur's invitation to those who
take delight in the imaginative work of reading poetry, but may have no background in math, to make a leap
of the imagination in mathematics. Imaginary numbers entered into mathematics in sixteenth-century Italy
and were used with immediate success, but nevertheless presented an intriguing challenge to the imagination.
It took more than two hundred years for mathematicians to discover a satisfactory way of "imagining" these
numbers.

With discussions about how we comprehend ideas both in poetry and in mathematics, Mazur reviews some
of the writings of the earliest explorers of these elusive figures, such as Rafael Bombelli, an engineer who
spent most of his life draining the swamps of Tuscany and who in his spare moments composed his great
treatise "L'Algebra". Mazur encourages his readers to share the early bafflement of these Renaissance
thinkers. Then he shows us, step by step, how to begin imagining, ourselves, imaginary numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Imagining Numbers: (particularly the
square root of minus fifteen) to read.

William Lee:

Here thing why this specific Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of minus fifteen) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of
minus fifteen) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no book that similar with Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of minus fifteen). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of minus fifteen) in e-book can be your substitute.

Ernest Bryan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Imagining Numbers:
(particularly the square root of minus fifteen) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Roxie Jenkins:

This Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of minus fifteen) is great publication for you because
the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Imagining Numbers: (particularly the square root of minus fifteen) in your hand like having the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout



ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt in which?
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