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For over 100 years iron was "king" in the Valley of Virginia. Millions of dollars were invested and thousands
of workers toiled in the vast enterprise of smelting iron. But by 1929 it was all over; the last of Virginia's
blast furnaces had closed. How did it all begin and what were the forces which enabled the rise and caused
the subsequent fall of the iron industry? This 357 page history of four Virginia counties, Alleghany, Augusta,
Botetourt and Rockbridge, details the advent of the early bloomery forges, then the cold-blast charcoal
furnaces and finally the large hot-blast coke furnaces which transitioned Virginia through its iron age.
Transportation and mining techniques are described. Fifty seven furnaces and over 125 mines are listed and
detailed. Over 150 photos, documents and maps illustrate this story. Virginia's iron age is over but its history
should never be forgotten.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

The book A River of Iron: A History of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of
Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A River of Iron: A History
of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and
Rockbridge for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve A River of Iron: A History of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of
Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Josefina Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A River of Iron: A History
of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and
Rockbridge, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Johanna Land:

A River of Iron: A History of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of Alleghany,
Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A River of Iron: A History of Mining,
Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Patricia Whetsel:

This A River of Iron: A History of Mining, Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of
Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge is new way for you who has attention to look for some



information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this A River of Iron: A History of Mining,
Smelting and Transporting Iron in the Virginia Counties of Alleghany, Augusta, Botetourt and Rockbridge
can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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