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This book argues the case for a foundationalist ethics centrally based on an empirical understanding of
human nature. For Maxine Sheets-Johnstone, “an ethics formulated on the foundations of anything other than
human nature, hence on anything other than an identification of pan-cultural human realities, lacks solid
empirical moorings. It easily loses itself in isolated hypotheticals, reductionist scenarios, or theoretical
abstractions—in the prisoner’s dilemma, selfish genes, dedicated brain modules, evolutionary altruism, or
psychological egoism, for example—or it easily becomes itself an ethical system over and above the ethics it
formulates,” such as the deontological ethics of Kantian categorical imperatives, the utilitarianism of
Bentham and Mill, or the ethics of care.

Taking her cue from Hume, especially his Treatise on Human Nature, where he grounds “the moral sense” in
human nature seen as always in tension between the natural tendencies of selfish acquisitiveness and
sympathy for others, Sheets-Johnstone pursues her phenomenological investigation of the natural basis of
human morality by directing her attention, first in Part I, to what is traditionally considered the dark side of
human nature, and then, in Part II, to the positive side. The tension between the two calls for an
interdisciplinary therapeutic resolution, which she offers in the Epilogue by arguing for the value of a moral
education that enlightens humans about their own human nature, highlighting both the socialization of fear
and the importance of play and creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Kistler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Roots of Morality.

James Vera:

The reason why? Because this The Roots of Morality is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Martina White:

This The Roots of Morality is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Roots of Morality in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Dwight Hancock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the The Roots of Morality when you desired it?
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