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Chinese residential communities are places of intense governing and an arena of active political engagement
between state and society. In The Government Next Door, Luigi Tomba investigates how the goals of a
government consolidated in a distant authority materialize in citizens' everyday lives. Chinese neighborhoods
reveal much about the changing nature of governing practices in the country. Government action is driven by
the need to preserve social and political stability, but such priorities must adapt to the progressive
privatization of urban residential space and an increasingly complex set of societal forces. Tomba’s vivid
ethnographic accounts of neighborhood life and politics in Beijing, Shenyang, and Chengdu depict how such
local "translation" of government priorities takes place.

Tomba reveals how different clusters of residential space are governed more or less intensely depending on
the residents’ social status; how disgruntled communities with high unemployment are still managed with the
pastoral strategies typical of the socialist tradition, while high-income neighbors are allowed greater
autonomy in exchange for a greater concern for social order. Conflicts are contained by the gated structures
of the neighborhoods to prevent systemic challenges to the government, and middle-class lifestyles have
become exemplars of a new, responsible form of citizenship. At times of conflict and in daily interactions,
the penetration of the state discourse about social stability becomes clear.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

The book The Government Next Door: Neighborhood Politics in Urban China can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Government Next Door: Neighborhood Politics in Urban China? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Government Next Door:
Neighborhood Politics in Urban China has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Price:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book The Government Next Door: Neighborhood
Politics in Urban China was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Government Next Door: Neighborhood
Politics in Urban China is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Government Next Door: Neighborhood Politics in Urban China. You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Awilda Kell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Government Next Door:
Neighborhood Politics in Urban China book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

David Blackwood:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Government Next Door: Neighborhood Politics in Urban



China as your daily resource information.
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