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In the wake of the French Revolution, Edmund Burke argued that civil order depended upon nurturing the
sensibility of men—upon the masculine cultivation of traditionally feminine qualities such as sentiment,
tenderness, veneration, awe, gratitude, and even prejudice. Writers as diverse as Sterne, Goldsmith, Burke,
and Rousseau were politically motivated to represent authority figures as men of feeling, but denied women
comparable authority by representing their feelings as inferior, pathological, or criminal. Focusing on Mary
Wollstonecraft, Ann Radcliffe, Frances Burney, and Jane Austen, whose popular works culminate and assail
this tradition, Claudia L. Johnson examines the legacy male sentimentality left for women of various political
persuasions.

Demonstrating the interrelationships among politics, gender, and feeling in the fiction of this period, Johnson
provides detailed readings of Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, and Burney, and treats the qualities that were once
thought to mar their work—grotesqueness, strain, and excess—as indices of ideological conflict and as
strategies of representation during a period of profound political conflict. She maintains that the reactionary
reassertion of male sentimentality as a political duty displaced customary gender roles, rendering women, in
Wollstonecraft's words, "equivocal beings."
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Equivocal Beings: Politics,
Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and
Society). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Michael Garcia:

This Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney,
Austen (Women in Culture and Society) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Equivocal Beings:
Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in
Culture and Society) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--
Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,
Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) having very good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Irvin Ehlers:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe,
Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society).

Linda Barefoot:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,



Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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