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Early morning 18 December 1971, on afog shrouded Plaine de Jars (PDJ) in the Lao NE, 27,000 North
Vietnamese main line soldiers (PAVN) attacked defensive positions held by 4,000 Lao, Thai, and Hmong
irregularsin the Central Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) mountain army. The PAVN had ordersto retake the
PDJ, destroy the CIA force and occupy the Long Tieng Valey beyond, “at all cost.” General Nguyen Huu
An, one of the best PAVN field commanders was personally assigned to command this PAVN operation,
called “Campaign Z,” by PAVN General of the Army Giap. He would be fighting Hmong General VVang Pao
who commanded the CIA force. Thai General Dhep would lend support.

In two days the PAVN owned the Plaines, with most of the CIA forcekilled, captured or dispersed into the
southern hills.

By 9 January 1972, the two PAVN divisions — supported by tanks and their enormous 130mm field guns -
had advance to Skyline Ridge that protected the Long Tieng valley in the north; some of their forward
elements occupied the high ground on the ridgeline. Only a thousand Vang Pao guerrillas, some with very
little military training, stood in opposition.

Most alied observers thought the end to the military war in Laos was near. There was little hope the
ridgeline —and Long Tieng beyond - could be held.

Then on 14 January 1972, two of the major newspapers in Hanoi reported that the PAVN had indeed taken
the ridge and occupied Vang Pao’ s lair. Laos was theirs.

But it didn’t happen.

For 9 weeks the PAVN attack. For 9 weeks the CIA forces under Vang Pao’s command held. Vang Pao and
Thai General Dhep clearly out-maneuvered PAVN General An. CIA Station Chief Tovar and US
Ambassador to Laos, Mac Godley, gave strong support to Vang Pao and Dhep and to the two CIA case
officers who remained in the valley during the most critical period. US TacAir was lethal. Hmong, Lao, and
Khumu guerrillaand the Thai irregulars called, “ Tahan Sua Pran,” shows guts and great “hang” for 9 weeks
of amost constant combat.

On 4 April General An told what remained of his attack force to retreat. That they had lost 10,000 men and
were badly beaten.

The battle culminated the successful efforts by the CIA — on direction of the President of the United States -
to start up and run a secret guerrillaarmy to preserve Lao independence. It was an impressive victory —
against all odds - for anti-Communist forcesin Southeast Asia.

Much in this story is new, gleaned from more than 700 pages of PAVN after action reports and some
recently declassified US Government documents. Most of the CIA participants still alive were interviewed.
Air America, the Ravens, Hmong, Thai irregulars, Forward Air Guides, USAID workers, wives,



academicians and historians all made contributions.

Thisis acomprehensive account of one of the CIA’slargest covert operations, and one of its most
successful. Throughout this Timeline are rare glimpses of very memorable characters: Kayak, Hog,
Hardnose, Dhep, Vang Pao, Tovar, Cher Pao Moua, Red Coat, all the Ravens, al the Air America crews,
Father B, Whiskey 02, PAVN Colonel Choung, PAVN General An, “Gabby,” Ambassador Godley, Shep,
Tony Poe, Jim Glerum, Vint Lawrence and Bill Lair.

Itisagreat Never Fully Told Before story from the Vietnam War, where the good guys win.
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From reader reviews:
Theresa Piercy:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim aswell as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individua feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18 December 1971 to 4 April 1972.

Sarah Farmer:

The knowledge that you get from Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18 December 1971 to 4 April 1972
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18
December 1971 to 4 April 1972 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book
iswell-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18 December 1971 to 4 April 1972 instantly.

Morris Sampson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18
December 1971 to 4 April 1972 as the daily resource information.

Ella Straw:

Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18 December 1971 to 4 April 1972 can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer
giving hig/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Battle for Skyline Ridge Timeline 18
December 1971 to 4 April 1972 but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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