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"My favorite popular word book of the year"

-William Safire, NY Times 6/22/2008

A fun, new approach to examining etymology!

Many common English words started out with an entirely different meaning than the one we know today.
For example:

The word adamant came into English around 855 C.E. as a synonym for ‘diamond,’ very different from
today's meaning of the word: "utterly unyielding in attitude or opinion."

Before the year 1200, the word silly meant "blessed,” and was derived from Old English saelig, meaning
"happy." Thisword went through several incarnations before adopting today's meaning: "stupid or foolish."

In Semantic Antics, lexicographer Sol Steinmetz takes readers on an in-depth, fascinating journey to learn
how hundreds of words have evolved from their first meaning to the meanings used today.
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From reader reviews:
Sandra Murray:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as
it. S0, do you nonetheless thinking Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Darron Hiller:

The actual book Semantic Antics; How and Why Words Change Meaning will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideaiis very unique. In case you try
to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Semantic Antics. How and Why
Words Change Meaning is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Fox:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Semantic Antics: How and
Why Words Change Meaning that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
but for al of you who wants to be success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you are able to pick Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change M eaning become your
Starter.

Delbert Storey:

This Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Semantic Antics: How
and Why Words Change Meaning can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especialy thisone. Y ou can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book style for your better



lifein addition to knowledge.
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