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Until now, archaeological and historical studies of Mesoamerican plazas have been scarce compared to
studies of the surrounding monumental architecture such as pyramidal temples and palaces. Many scholars
have assumed that ancient Mesoamericans invested their labor, wealth, and symbolic value in pyramids and
other prominent buildings, viewing plazas as by-products of these buildings. Even when researchers have
recognized the potential significance of plazas, they have thought that plazas as vacant spaces could offer
few clues about their cultural and political roles. "Mesoamerican Plazas" challenges both of these
assumptions.

The primary question that has motivated the contributors is how Mesoamerican plazas became arenas for the
creation and negotiation of social relations and values in acommunity. The thirteen contributions stress the
significance of interplay between power relations and embodied practices set in specific historical and
material settings, as outlined by practice theory and performance theory. This approach allows the
contributors to explore broader anthropological issues, such as the negotiation of power relations, community
making, and the constitution of political authorities.

Overall, the contributions establish that physical interactions among people in communal events were not the
outcomes of political machinations held behind the scenes, but were the actual political processes through
which people created, negotiated, and subverted social redlities. If so, spacious plazas that were arguably
designed for interactions among alarge number of individuals must have also provided critical arenasfor the
constitution and transformation of society.
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From reader reviews:
Cornél Smith:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt ook
for book, may be the publication untitled Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power can be
excellent book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.

Mark Shanks:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Mesoamerican Plazas. Arenas of Community and Power this guide consist alot
of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Cheri Turner:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and
Power can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

James Fitzgibbons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your abject. One of them is Mesoamerican Plazas:
Arenas of Community and Power.
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