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The French Revolution and Industrial Revolution together inaugurated the modern era. But recent historical
"revisionists' have divorced eighteenth-century material conditions from concurrent political struggles. This
book's anti-teleological approach repudiates technologica determinism to document the forging of a new
relationship between technology and poaliticsin Revolutionary France. It does so through the history of a
particular artifact--the gun. Expanding the "political" to include conflict over material objects, Ken Alder
rethinks the nature of engineering rationality, the origins of mass production, and our interpretation of the
French Revolution.

Near the end of the Enlightenment, a cadre of artillery engineers transformed the design, production, and
deployment of military guns. Part 1 shows how the gun, the first artifact amenable to scientific analysis, was
redesigned by engineers committed to new meritocratic forms of technological knowledge and how the
Revolutionaries and artillery officer Napoleon exploited their techno-social designs.

Part 2 shows how the gun became the first artifact to be mass producedwith interchangeabl e parts, as French
engineers deployed "objective" drawings and automatic machinery to enforce production standards in the
face of artisanal resistance. And Part 3 places the gun at the center of atechnocratic revolution led by
engineers on the Committee of Public Safety, a revolution whose failure inaugurated modern capitalist
techno-palitics. This book offers a challenging demonstration of how materia artifacts emerge asthe
negotiated outcome of political struggle.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Pippin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem aswell as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Engineering the Revolution.

David Paras;

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Engineering
the Revolution suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Engineering the Revolutionis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you awide range of information
about thisworld now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Christie Rich:

The reserve with title Engineering the Revolution includes alot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can
get alot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Raymond Jackson:

This Engineering the Revolution is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who al always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book revedl it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Engineering
the Revolution in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that.
So, it isgood reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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