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Dubbed the Margaret Mead of heavy metal, Donna Gaines is a walking, talking oxymoron, a turnpike
intellectual.  A Misfit's Manifesto  is the story of her wild-in-the-burbs odyssey-from overweight yeshiva girl
to savvy street-punk sociologist. Isolated, angry, and depressed through most of her adolescence and early
adulthood, she found truth and beauty in the least likely places. Wandering the craggy terrain of Rockaway
Beach, Queens, Gaines embarked upon a path to enlightenment involving sex, drugs, rock & roll, sociology,
cosmetology, True Love, the occult, tattoos, science fiction, pizza, guns, comic books, and surfing-by Web
and by sea.

For Gaines, dignity, joy, and communion came not from family, organized religion, or mandatory schooling,
but in the sound of doo-wop, surf music, acid rock, then punk, trash metal, and hardcore. "For most of my
life," she writes, "music was the only way to connect that wouldn't eventually kill me."

Through all the ripped nights of binge-drinking, pill-popping, and nightclubbing, Gaines became an
acclaimed author, scholar, and expert on teen suicide. In an age of conformity and censorship, she defends
popular culture as a powerful spiritual force-a vibrant, valid connection to God. A meditation on alienation
and engagement, this memoir is an outcast's journey into the black-hole sun, where Divine love and light are
found-even in Ramones songs.

This edition includes a scholarly introduction that considers memoir as a sociological as well as literary
genre, as a reflexive means of understanding the self in social context while nurturing a sociological
imagination. Social memoir, Gaines argues, illuminates problems like alienation, marginality, addiction, and
suicide, while making sociology more user-friendly and public. Now this work of dazzling originality and
iconoclasm that has inspired misfits everywhere is an ideal text for classroom use, making complex social
theory exciting, timely, and relevant for students.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

This A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Misfit's Manifesto: The
Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart can be among the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock &
Roll Heart giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Helen Johnson:

The actual book A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Misfit's Manifesto: The
Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Juana Rummel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart
can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

William Pettigrew:

Beside that A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock & Roll Heart in your phone, it can
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have A Misfit's Manifesto: The Sociological Memoir of a Rock &
Roll Heart because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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