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Wives of the Leopard explores power and culture in a pre-colonial West African state whose army of women
and practice of human sacrifice earned it notoriety in the racist imagination of late nineteenth-century Europe
and America. Tracing two hundred years of the history of Dahomey up to the French colonial conquest in
1894, the book follows change in two central institutions. One was the monarchy, the coalitions of men and
women who seized and wielded power in the name of the king. The second was the palace, a household of
several thousand wives of the king who supported and managed state functions.

Looking at Dahomey against the backdrop of the Atlantic slave trade and the growth of European
imperialism, Edan G. Bay reaches for a distinctly Dahomean perspective as she weaves together evidence
drawn from travelers' memoirs and local oral accounts, from the religious practices of vodun, and from
ethnographic studies of the twentieth century. Wives of the Leopard thoroughly integrates gender into the
political analysis of state systems, effectively creating a social history of power. More broadly, it argues that
women as a whole and men of the lower classes were gradually squeezed out of access to power as economic
resources contracted with the decline of the slave trade in the nineteenth century. In these and other ways, the
book provides an accessible portrait of Dahomey's complex and fascinating culture without exoticizing it.
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From reader reviews:

Cruz Fleury:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Wives of the Leopard: Gender,
Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Margo Soares:

The ability that you get from Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of
Dahomey may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Wives of the Leopard:
Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey
instantly.

Antonio Batts:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture
in the Kingdom of Dahomey was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Minnie Weiner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is this Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the
Kingdom of Dahomey.
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