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resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “No terms except an
unconditional and immediate surrender.” – Ulysses S. Grant at Fort Donelson "It was not possible for brave
men to endure more." – General Lew Wallace While the Lincoln Administration and most Northerners were
preoccupied with trying to capture Richmond in the summer of 1861, it would be the little known Ulysses S.
Grant who delivered the Union’s first major victories, over a thousand miles away from Washington. Grant’s
new commission led to his command of the District of Southeast Missouri, headquartered at Cairo, after he
was appointed by “The Pathfinder”, John C. Fremont, a national celebrity who had run for President in 1856.
Fremont was one of many political generals that Lincoln was saddled with, and his political prominence
ensured he was given a prominent command as commander of the Department of the West early in the war
before running so afoul of the Lincoln Administration that he was court-martialed. In January of 1862, Grant
persuaded General Henry “Old Brains” Halleck to allow his men to launch a campaign on the Tennessee
River. As soon as Halleck acquiesced, Grant moved against Fort Henry, in close coordination with the naval
command of Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. The combination of infantry and naval bombardment helped
force the capitulation of Fort Henry on February 6, 1862, and the surrender of Fort Henry was followed
immediately by an attack on Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, which earned Grant his famous
nickname “Unconditional Surrender”. Grant’s forces enveloped the Confederate garrison at Fort Donelson,
which included Confederate generals Simon Buckner, John Floyd, and Gideon Pillow. In one of the most
bungled operations of the war, the Confederate generals tried and failed to open an escape route by attacking
Grant’s forces on February 15. Although the initial assault was successful, General Pillow inexplicably chose
to have his men pull back into their trenches, ostensibly so they could take more supplies before their escape.
Instead, they simply lost all the ground they had taken, and the garrison was cut off yet again. During the
early morning hours of February 16, the garrison’s generals held one of the Civil War’s most famous
councils of war. Over the protestations of cavalry officer Nathan Bedford Forrest, who insisted the garrison
could escape, the three generals agreed to surrender their army, but none of them wanted to be the fall guy.
General Floyd was worried that the Union might try him for treason if he was taken captive, so he turned
command of the garrison over to General Pillow and escaped with two of his regiments. Pillow had the same
concern and turned command over to General Buckner before escaping alone by boat. With no attempt to
conceal his anger at the cowardice displayed by his commanding officers, Forrest announced, "I did not
come here to surrender my command!" He then proceeded to round up his own men and rallied hundreds of
men before leading them on a daring and dramatic escape under the cover of darkness through the icy waters
of Lick Creek to escape the siege and avoid capture. Despite all of these successful escapes, General Buckner
decided to surrender to Grant, and when asked for terms of surrender, Grant replied, “No terms except an
unconditional and immediate surrender.” In addition to giving him a famous sobriquet, Grant’s campaign
was the first major success for the Union, which had already lost the disastrous First Battle of Bull Run in
July 1861 and was reorganizing the Army of the Potomac in anticipation of the Peninsula Campaign (which
would fail in the summer of 1862). It also exposed the weakness of the outmanned Confederates, who were
stretched too thin across the theater.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

The feeling that you get from The Battle of Fort Donelson: The History of General Ulysses S. Grant's First
Major Victory in the Civil War is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Battle of
Fort Donelson: The History of General Ulysses S. Grant's First Major Victory in the Civil War giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Battle of Fort
Donelson: The History of General Ulysses S. Grant's First Major Victory in the Civil War instantly.

Steven Purdy:

The guide with title The Battle of Fort Donelson: The History of General Ulysses S. Grant's First Major
Victory in the Civil War has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ralph Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Battle of Fort Donelson: The History of General
Ulysses S. Grant's First Major Victory in the Civil War, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

The book untitled The Battle of Fort Donelson: The History of General Ulysses S. Grant's First Major
Victory in the Civil War contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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