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It is often argued that a very special sort of consciousness went into creating Islamic art, that Islamic art is
very different from other forms of art, that Muslims are not allowed to portray human beings in their art, and
that calligraphy is the supreme Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues that
they are misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteria we should apply to Islamic art are identical to the
criteria applicable to art in general, and that the attempt to put Islamic art into a special category is a result of
orientalism. Leaman criticizes the influence of Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contends that it is generally
misleading regarding both the nature of Islam and artistic expression. He discusses issues arising in painting,
calligraphy, architecture, gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention to the teachings of the
Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an to be a miraculous literary creation, and he
analyzes two passages in the Qur'an--those of Yusuf and Zulaykha (Joseph and Zuleika) and King Sullayman
(Solomon) and the Queen of Sheba. His arguments draw on examples from history, art, philosophy,
theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge accepted paradigms for analyzing Islamic art.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Islamic Aesthetics: An
Introduction book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joseph Navarro:

Precisely why? Because this Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lisa Potter:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.

John Smithers:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Islamic Aesthetics: An
Introduction to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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