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Helen Thompson's Ingenuous Subjection offers a new feminist history of the eighteenth-century domestic
novel. By reading social contract theory alongside representations of the domestic sphere by authors such as
Mary Astell, Mary Davys, Samuel Richardson, Eliza Haywood, and Frances Sheridan, Thompson shows
how these writers confront women's paradoxical status as both contractual agents and naturally subject
wives. Over the long eighteenth century, Thompson argues, domestic novelists appropriated the standard of
political modernity advanced by John Locke and others as a citizen's free or "ingenuous” assent to the law.
The domestic novel figures feminine political difference not as women's deviation from an abstract universal
but rather astheir failure freely or ingenuously to submit to the power retained by Enlightenment husbands.

Ingenuous Subjection claims domestic novelists as vital participantsin Enlightenment political discourse. By
tracing the political, philosophical, and generic significance of feminine compliance, this book revises our
literary historical account of the rise of the novel. Rather than imagining arealm of harmonious sentiment,
domestic fiction represents the persistent arbitrariness of eighteenth-century men's conjugal power.
Ingenuous Subjection revises feminist theory and historiography, locating the genealogy of feminismin a
contractual model of ingenuous assent which challenges the legitimacy of masculine conjugal government.
The first study to treat feminine compliance as something other than a passive, politically neutral exercise,
Ingenuous Subjection recovers in this practice the domestic novel's critical engagement with the limits of
Enlightenment modernity.
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From reader reviews:
Melvin Loch:

The book Ingenuous Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic Novel can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the good thing like a book 1ngenuous Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century
Domestic Novel? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Ingenuous
Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic Novel has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book.
So it isvery wonderful.

Sophie Clark:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Ingenuous
Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic Novel suitable to you? The book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ingenuous Subjection: Compliance and
Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic Novelis the main one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you awide range of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Dawn Nelson:

Why? Because this Ingenuous Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic
Novel isan unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who al write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. Thisamazing book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So, still want to delay having that book? If |
were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Gilbert Phillips:

Y ou can obtain this Ingenuous Subjection: Compliance and Power in the Eighteenth-Century Domestic
Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of



your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more

information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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