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An in-depth intellectual history of the Western idea and a passionate defense of its importance to America's
future, "From Plato to NATO" isthe first book to make sense of the legacy of the West at atimewheniitis
facing its greatest challenges. Readers of Francis Fukuyama, John Gray, Samuel Huntington, and other
analysts of the dilemmas of Western nations in the twenty-first century will find in David Gress's original
account afuller description of what the West really is and how, with the best of intentions, it has been
misrepresented. Most important, they will encounter a new vision of Western identity and how it can be
recovered.

Early in the twentieth century, American educators put together a story of Western civilization, its origins,
history, and promise that for the subsequent fifty years remained at the heart of American college education.
The story they told was of a Western civilization that began with the Greeks and continued through 2,500
years of great books and great ideas, culminating in twentieth-century progressive liberal democracy,
science, and capitalist prosperity.

In the 1960s, this Grand Narrative of the West came under attack. Over the next thirty years, the critics
turned this old story into its opposite: a series of anti-narratives about the evils, the failures, and the betrayals
of justice that, so they said, constituted Western history.

The victory of Western values at the end of the cold war, the spread of democracy and capitalism, and the
worldwide impact of American popular culture have not revived the Grand Narrative in the European and
American heartlands of the West. David Gress explains this paradox, arguing that the Grand Narrative of the
West was flawed from the beginning: that the West did not begin in Greece and that, in morality and
religion, the Greeks were an alien civilization whose contribution was mediated through Rome and
Christianity. Furthermore, in assuming a continuity from the Greeks to modern liberalism, we have
mistakenly downplayed or rejected everything in between, focusing on the great ideas and the great books
rather than on real history with all its ambiguities, conflicts, and contradictions.

The heart of Gress's case for the future of the West is that the New must remember its roots in the Old and
seek a synthesis. For as the attacks have demonstrated, the New West cannot stand alone. Its very virtues --
liberty, reason, progress -- grew out of the Old West and cannot flourish when removed from that rich soil.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Grove:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed From
Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Judith Tate:

The book From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents for being your habit, you can get alot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open and read a guide From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the
West and Its Opponents. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Reynolds:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents content conveys prospect
easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different available asit. So , do you continue to thinking From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West
and Its Opponents is not loveabl e to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbara Palmer:

From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing From
Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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