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At a time when a lasting peace between the Palestinians and the Israelis seems virtually unattainable,
understanding the roots of their conflict is an essential step in restoring hope to the region. In The Iron Cage,
Rashid Khalidi, one of the most respected historians and political observers of the Middle East, homes in on
Palestinian politics and history. By drawing on a wealth of experience and scholarship, Khalidi provides a
lucid context for the realities on the ground today, a context that has been, until now, notably lacking in our
discourse.

The story of the Palestinian search to establish a state begins in the mandate period immediately following
the breakup of the Ottoman Empire, the era of British control, when fledgling Arab states were established
by the colonial powers with assurances of eventual independence. Mandatory Palestine was a place of real
promise, with unusually high literacy rates and a relatively advanced economy. But the British had already
begun to construct an iron cage to hem in the Palestinians, and the Palestinian leadership made a series of
errors that would eventually prove crippling to their dream of independence.

The Palestinians' struggle intensified in the stretch before and after World War II, when colonial control of
the region became increasingly unpopular, population shifts began with heavy Jewish immigration from
Eastern Europe, and power began to devolve to the United States. In this crucial period, Palestinian leaders
continued to run up against the walls of the ever-constricting iron cage. They proved unable to achieve their
long-cherished goal of establishing an independent state—a critical failure that set a course for the decades
that followed, right through the eras of the Palestinian Liberation Organization, the Palestinian Authority,
and Hamas. Rashid Khalidi's engrossing narrative of this torturous history offers much-needed perspective
for anyone concerned about peace in the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

The book The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Iron
Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ray Shippee:

This book untitled The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Lawrence Shults:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Iron Cage: The
Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Brant Castillo:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian
Struggle for Statehood as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for
Statehood to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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