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Illuminating the class issues that shaped the racial uplift movement, Toure Reed explores the ideology and
policies of the national, New York, and Chicago Urban Leagues during the first half of the twentieth century.
Reed argues that racial uplift in the Urban League reflected many of the class biases pervading
contemporaneous social reform movements, resulting in an emphasis on behavioral, rather than structural,
remedies to the disadvantages faced by Afro-Americans.

Reed traces the Urban League's ideology to the famed Chicago School of Sociology. The Chicago School
offered Leaguers powerful scientific tools with which to foil the thrust of eugenics. However, Reed argues,
concepts such as ethnic cycle and social disorganization and reorganization led the League to embrace
behavioral models of uplift that reflected a deep circumspection about poor Afro-Americans and fostered a
preoccupation with the needs of middle-class blacks. According to Reed, the League's reform endeavors
from the migration era through World War II oscillated between projects to "adjust" or even "contain"
unacculturated Afro-Americans and projects intended to enhance the status of the Afro-American middle
class. Reed's analysis complicates the mainstream account of how particular class concerns and ideological
influences shaped the League's vision of group advancement as well as the consequences of its endeavors.
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From reader reviews:

Dee Alaniz:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Not Alms but
Opportunity: The Urban League and the Politics of Racial Uplift, 1910-1950. All type of book are you able
to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Ben Papenfuss:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Not Alms but Opportunity: The Urban
League and the Politics of Racial Uplift, 1910-1950 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jonathan Ownby:

The publication untitled Not Alms but Opportunity: The Urban League and the Politics of Racial Uplift,
1910-1950 is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Not Alms but Opportunity: The Urban League
and the Politics of Racial Uplift, 1910-1950 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lee Villegas:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Not Alms but Opportunity: The Urban League and the Politics of Racial Uplift, 1910-
1950 when you necessary it?
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