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Victorian-era divas who wer e better paid than some cor porate chair men, the boy soprano who grew
up to give Bing Crosby a run for hismoney, music directorswho were literally killed by thejob-the
plot of a Broadway show or a dime-store novel? No, the unique and colorful history of St. Patrick's

Cathedral.

Since itsinception more than 125 years ago, the Cathedral Choir has been considered the gold standard of
liturgical music-an example of artistic excellence that has garnered worldwide renown. Y et behind this
stately facade lies an intriguing mix of New Y ork history, star secrets, and high-level office politics that has
made the choir not only a source of prime musical entertainment but also fodder for tabloids and periodicals
across the nation. In this unique and engaging book, readers aretreated to a treasur e trove of vibrant
characters, from opera starsfrom around the world to the thousands of volunteer singerswho brought
their own hopes and dreams-and widely varying musical abilities-to the fabled chair.

Asthe city's preeminent Catholic institution, St. Patrick's Cathedral has served one of the most dynamic and
diverse communitiesin the world for well over a century. It has been intimately entwined with the history of
New Y ork: amajor center of culture in the nation's cultural capital. The Cathedral Choir provides an
extraordinary and largely overlooked insight into this history, and in Salvatore Basil€'s pitch-
perfectexploration it becomes a microcosm for thelarger trends, upheavals, and eventsthat have made
up the history of the city, the nation, and even the world.

Basile aso illuminates the choir's important role in New Y orkers responses to some of the most momentous
events of the past one hundred years, from world wars to world's fairs, from the sinking of the Titanic to
9/11, aswell asits central rolein the rituals and celebrations that have made life in the city more joyful-and
bearable-for millions of people over the decades.

While the phrase church choirusually evokes the image of a dowdy group of amateurs, the phrase Choir of

St. Patrick's Cathedral has always meant something quite different. Salvatore Basile's splendid history shows
just how different, and just how spectacular, the music of St. Patrick'sis.
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From reader reviews:
Holly Flynn:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Fifth Avenue Famous: The Extraordinary Story of Music
at St. Patrick’'s Cathedral. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how isimportant a book Fifth Avenue Famous: The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's
Cathedral. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could
open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed
up to goto thelibrary. Let's read.

Paul Dixon:

The book Fifth Avenue Famous. The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral make you fedl
enjoy for your sparetime. You can utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through
a book Fifth Avenue Famous: The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Fifth Avenue Famous:
The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Mary Haskell:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Fifth Avenue Famous: The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral, you may
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a guide.

Eunice Huynh:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Fifth Avenue Famous. The Extraordinary Story of
Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one



of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Fifth
Avenue Famous:. The Extraordinary Story of Music at St. Patrick's Cathedral.
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