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Fiction or philosophy, profound knowledge or shocking heresy? When Vestiges of the Natural History of
Creation was published anonymously in 1844, it sparked one of the greatest sensations of the Victorian era.
More than a hundred thousand readers were spellbound by its startling vision—an account of the world that
extended from the formation of the solar system to the spiritual destiny of humanity. As gripping as a
popular novel, Vestiges combined all the current scientific theories in fields ranging from astronomy and
geology to psychology and economics. The book was banned, it was damned, it was hailed as the gospel for
a new age. This is where our own public controversies about evolution began.

In a pioneering cultural history, James A. Secord uses the story of Vestiges to create a panoramic portrait of
life in the early industrial era from the perspective of its readers. We join apprentices in a factory town as
they debate the consequences of an evolutionary ancestry. We listen as Prince Albert reads aloud to Queen
Victoria from a book that preachers denounced as blasphemy vomited from the mouth of Satan. And we
watch as Charles Darwin turns its pages in the flea-ridden British Museum library, fearful for the fate of his
own unpublished theory of evolution. Using secret letters, Secord reveals how Vestiges was written and how
the anonymity of its author was maintained for forty years. He also takes us behind the scenes to a bustling
world of publishers, printers, and booksellers to show how the furor over the book reflected the emerging
industrial economy of print.

Beautifully written and based on painstaking research, Victorian Sensation offers a new approach to literary
history, the history of reading, and the history of science. Profusely illustrated and full of fascinating stories,
it is the most comprehensive account of the making and reception of a book (other than the Bible) ever
attempted.
 
Winner of the 2002 Pfizer Award from the History of Science Society
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Underwood:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Victorian
Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural
History of Creation suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of
Vestiges of the Natural History of Creationis the one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Ian Louviere:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Victorian Sensation : The
Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation,
you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Tammy Robinson:

The book untitled Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of
Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new
period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Debra Palacios:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret



Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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