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In 1823 William and Amanda Ferry opened a boarding school for Métis children on Mackinac Island,
Michigan Territory, setting in motion an intense spiritual battle to win the souls and change the lives of the
children, their parents, and all others living at Mackinac. Battle for the Soul demonstrates how a group of
enthusiastic missionaries, empowered by an uncompromising religious motivation, served as agents of
Americanization. The Ferrys' high hopes crumbled, however, as they watched their work bring about a
revival of Catholicism and their students refuse to abandon the fur trade as a way of life. The story of the
Mackinaw Mission is that of people who held differing world views negotiating to create a "middle-ground,"
a society with room for all.
     Widder's study is a welcome addition to the literature on American frontier missions. Using Richard
White's "middle ground" paradigm, it focuses on the cultural interaction between French, British, American,
and various native groups at the Mackinac mission in Michigan during the early 19th century. The author
draws on materials from the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions archives, as well as
other manuscript sources, to trace not only the missionaries' efforts to Christianize and Americanize the
native peoples, but the religious, social, and cultural conflicts between Protestant missionaries and Catholic
priests in the region. Much attention has been given to the missionaries to the Indians in other areas of the
US, but little to this region.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McKay:

The reason? Because this Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw
Mission, 1823-1837 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Carol Boissonneault:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children Encounter Evangelical
Protestants at Mackinaw Mission, 1823-1837, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Alice Weaver:

The book untitled Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw
Mission, 1823-1837 contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice read.

Nancy Landry:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children
Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission, 1823-1837 is simple bringing you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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