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PREFACE

IN recent years a reawakening has taken place in the study of American archæology and antiquities, owing
chiefly to the labours of a band of scholars in the United States and a few enthusiasts in the continent of
Europe. For the greater part of the nineteenth century it appeared as if the last word had been written upon
Mexican archæology. The lack of excavations and exploration had cramped the outlook of scholars, and
there was nothing for them to work upon save what had been done in this respect before their own time. The
writers on Central America who lived in the third quarter of the last century relied on the travels of Stephens
and Norman, and never appeared to consider it essential that the country or the antiquities in which they
specialised should be examined anew, or that fresh expeditions should be equipped to discover whether still
further monuments existed relating to the ancient peoples who raised the teocallis of Mexico and the huacas
of Peru. True, the middle of the century was not altogether without its Americanist explorers, but the
researches of these were performed in a manner so perfunctory that but few additions to the science resulted
from their labours.

Modern Americanist archaeology may be said to have been the creation of a brilliant band of scholars who,
working far apart and without any attempt at co-operation, yet succeeded in accomplishing much. Among
these may be mentioned the Frenchmen Charnay and de Rosny, and the Americans Brinton, H. H. Bancroft,
and Squier. To these succeeded the German scholars Seler, Schellhas, and Förstemann, the Americans
Winsor, Starr, Savile, and Cyrus Thomas, and the Englishmen Payne and Sir Clements Markham. These
men, splendidly equipped for the work they had taken in hand, were yet hampered by the lack of reliable data
-a want later supplied partly by their own excavations and partly by the painstaking labours of Professor
Maudslay, principal of the International College of Antiquities at Mexico, who, with his wife, is responsible
or the exact pictorial reproductions of many of the ancient edifices in Central America and Mexico.

Writers in the sphere of Mexican and Peruvian myth have been few. The first to attack the subject in the light
of the modern science of comparative religion was Daniel Garrison Brinton, professor of American
languages and archaeology in the University of Philadelphia. He has been followed by Payne, Schellhas,
Seler, and Rrstemann, all of whom, however, have confined the publication of their researches to isolated
articles in various geographical and scientific journals. The remarks of mythologists who are not also
Americanists upon the subject of American myth must be accepted with caution.

The question of the alphabets of ancient America is perhaps the most acute in present-day pre-Columbian
archaeology. But progress is being made in this branch of the subject, and several scholars are working in
whole-hearted co-operation to secure final results.

What has Great Britain accomplished in this new and fascinating field of science? If the lifelong and
valuable labours of the late Sir Clements Markham be excepted, almost nothing. It is earnestly hoped that the
publication of this volume may prove the means of leading many English students to the study and
consideration of American archaeology.



There remains the romance of old America. The real interest of American mediaeval history must ever circle
around Mexico and Peru-her golden empires, her sole exemplars of civilisation; and it is to the books upon
the character of these two nations that we must turn for a romantic interest as curious and as absorbing as
that bound up in the history of Egypt or Assyria.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Myths of Mexico and Peru is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Molinari:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Myths of Mexico
and Peru suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Myths of Mexico and Peruis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Mildred Miller:

You can get this The Myths of Mexico and Peru by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Julio Yates:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Myths of Mexico and Peru can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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