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This book is about a barber, Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn Budayr, who shaved and coiffed, and probably
circumcised and healed, in Damascus in the 18th century. The barber may have been a "nobody," but he
wrote a history book, a record of the events that took place in his city during his lifetime. Dana Sajdi
investigates the significance of this book, and in examining the life and work of Ibn Budayr, uncovers the
emergence of a larger trend of history writing by unusual authors—people outside the learned
establishment—and a new phenomenon: nouveau literacy.

The Barber of Damascus offers the first full-length microhistory of an individual commoner in Ottoman and
Islamic history. Contributing to Ottoman popular history, Arabic historiography, and the little-studied
cultural history of the 18th century Levant, the volume also examines the reception of the barber's book a
century later to explore connections between the 18th and the late 19th centuries and illuminates new paths
leading to the Nahda, the Arab Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant.

Mary McDonald:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau
Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Barber of Damascus:
Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant become your current starter.

Dorothy Penland:

The book untitled The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language
is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice examine.

Sally Kim:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the
Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside



science book, any other book likes The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century
Ottoman Levant to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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