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Finalist for the National Book Award

Drawing his most outstanding work from nine previous volumes of award-winning poetry, Clarence Major
had added a substantial body of new work to present a clear assessment of his forty-year career. By turns
humorous and serious, Major is always richly lyrical while remaining precise in his observations. Line by
line, his poems insist upon their own integrity, driven on by music as equally inspired by blues and jazz as it
is by the Cantos of Ezra Pound.

Born in Atlanta and raised in Chicago, Clarence Major is the author of eight previous volumes of poetry,
eight novels, including Dirty Bird Blues (originally published in HC by Mercury House), several collections
of short stories and nonfiction, and editor of two acclaimed anthologies of African-American literature. He
teaches at the University of California, Davis.

"Like the finest blues, Clarence Major is, by turns, hypnotic, exotic, and healthily erotic."—Al Young

"[Clarence Major] writes poetry with the resistant, angular surface of tumbled brick. As if the poem had been
literally smashed. An improvisational, jazz-like quality. Some tough, sharp observations."—Kirkus Reviews

"Passionate [and] controlled lyricism. . . The prevailing tonality of the poetry is quiet, almost
philosophical."—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Celeste Silver:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Configurations: New &
Selected Poems, 1958-1998? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Beth Murray:

The particular book Configurations: New & Selected Poems, 1958-1998 will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Configurations: New & Selected Poems,
1958-1998 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Hye Elliott:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Configurations: New & Selected
Poems, 1958-1998 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Fred Nelson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Configurations: New & Selected Poems, 1958-1998 when you necessary it?
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