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WHEN I first see her she is sitting alone sandwiched between two Chinese, waiting, like me, at the gate three
hours prior to our scheduled time of departure because Shanghai’s PuDong Airport lacks either a decent
restaurant or bar and China Eastern Airlines’ passenger lounge is old-fashioned, dirty, with poor service and
employees who speak very little English. In fact, the seats are so uncomfortable I think I’d be better off
standing up or waiting at the gate, which I am doing when I see her. But China Eastern’s price for the flight
is a thousand dollars lower than its nearest rival. The woman is the lone female passenger of a dozen
Caucasians waiting at the gate among a hundred yammering Chinese. Hefting my carry-on to my shoulder, I
cross the floor in her direction.

A closer look tells me the woman is early to mid-forties, give or take, with bleach-white hair sheared butch-
short on the side but arranged like neat rows of razor-wire atop her head. She is incredibly thin with a face as
sharp as an ax-blade. She wears tights; the line of her thigh tells me that when she stands she will be tall,
maybe six foot. She holds a tablet in hands with fingers as long as a man’s but more slender, if not
necessarily more feminine. Intimidating, I decide. I inch my way forward, hoping to make eye contact, when
a Chinese bumps me and knocks me off-stride.

When I look for the woman, she’s gone. We don’t lock eyes again until I’m seated on the plane and she’s
moving in a conga-line procession along the aisle in my direction. She’s scanning seat numbers, eyes
toggling from her boarding pass to the numerals imprinted on the overhead luggage bins when she makes eye
contact and smiles. Her eyes appear black as marbles and despite the smile, I flinch. But an hour later she is
seated beside me and we are chatting amiably like old friends to begin the scheduled fifteen hour non-stop
flight from Shanghai to New York’s JFK.

Hours later, flying somewhere over the East Siberian Sea and continuing in a monologue for hours
thereafter, my travel companion relates to me a remarkable tale of money, sex, greed and woe worthy of a
Penny Vincenzi paperback novel. Having consumed a number of shots of cheap China Eastern Airlines
liquor, I can be forgiven to think she is drunk. But I know she is not. The woman holds her whiskey like a
camel holds its water. As a seasoned traveler, I know enough not to get in the way of a good story, so I let
the woman talk. She begins by telling me: “You need to understand, we were desperate, because if we
weren’t, well, none if it would make any sense, would it?” And from here, her story unfolds...
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From reader reviews:

Jose Bell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book The Woman On The Plane had been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
book The Woman On The Plane is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Woman On The Plane. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Eva Oleary:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Woman On The Plane as the daily resource information.

Terrie Anderson:

This The Woman On The Plane is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Woman On The Plane in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Gaye Lewis:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Woman On The Plane we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Woman On The Plane. You can more
pleasing than now.
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