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The story of the landmark case that put the "Supreme" in Supreme Court.

Among the many momentous decisions rendered by the Supreme Court, none has had a greater impact than
that passed down in 1803 by Chief Justice John Marshall in the case of Marbury v. Madison. While the
ruling itself was innocuous?denying the plea of a minor functionary named William Marbury on
constitutionally technical grounds?its implications were enormous. For Marshall had, in essence, claimed for
the Supreme Court the right to determine what the Constitution and our laws under it really mean, known
formally as the principle of "judicial review." Yet, as Lawrence Goldstone shows in his compelling narrative,
that right is nowhere expressed in the Constitution and was not even considered by the Framers or the
Founding Fathers, who would never have granted such power in a checks-and-balances system to unelected
officials serving for life.

The Activist underscores the drama that occurred in 1803 by examining the debates that took place during the
Constitutional Convention of 1787?among the most dramatic moments in American history?over the
formation and structure of our judicial system. In parallel, Goldstone introduces in brief the life and ambition
of John Marshall, and the early, fragile years of the Supreme Court, which?until Marshall's ascension to
Chief Justice?sat atop the weakest of the three branches of government. Marshall made the Court supreme,
and while judicial review has been used sparingly, without it the Court would likely never have intervened in
the 2000 presidential election. Indeed, the great irony Goldstone reveals is that judicial review is now so
enfranchised that Justice Antonin Scalia could admit, as he has, that the Supreme Court "made it up" in the
same breath as he insists that justices must adhere steadfastly to the exact words of the Constitution.

Nobody brings the debates of the Constitutional Convention to life as does Lawrence Goldstone, and in this
election year, no more interesting book on the Supreme Court will appear than The Activist, which makes the
past come alive in the present.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and
the Myth of Judicial Review. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important the book The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of
Judicial Review. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bobbie Wallace:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of Judicial Review
book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer connected with The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of Judicial Review
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v.
Madison, and the Myth of Judicial Review is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kenneth Harrell:

The knowledge that you get from The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of
Judicial Review is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Activist: John Marshall,
Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of Judicial Review giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, and the Myth of Judicial
Review instantly.

Laurence Terry:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v.
Madison, and the Myth of Judicial Review to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy



to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Activist: John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison,
and the Myth of Judicial Review can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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