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The earliest rabbinic commentary to the Book of Leviticus, the Sifra, is generally considered an exemplum
of Rabbi Akiva's intensely scriptural school of interpretation. But, Azzan Yadin-Israel contends, the Sifra
commentary exhibits two distinct layers of interpretation that bring dramatically different assumptions to
bear on the biblical text: earlier interpretations accord with the hermeneutic principles associated with Rabbi
Ishmael, the other major school of early rabbinic midrash, while later additions subtly alter hermeneutic
terminology and formulas, resulting in an engagement with Scripture that is not interpretive at all. Rather, the
midrashic terminology in the Sifra's anonymous passages is part of what Yadin-Israel calls "a hermeneutic of
camouflage," aimed at presenting oral traditions as though they were Scripture-based injunctions.

Scripture and Tradition offers a radical rereading of the Sifra and its authorship, with far-reaching
ramifications for our understanding of rabbinic literature as a whole. Using this new understanding of the
Sifra as his starting point, Yadin-Israel demonstrates a two fold break in the portrayal of Rabbi Akiva:
hermeneutically, the sober midrashist who appeared in earlier rabbinic sources is transformed into an
inspired, oracular interpreter of Scripture in the Babylonian Talmud; while the biographically unremarkable
sage is recast as a youthful ignoramus who came to Torah study late in life. The dual transformations of
Rabbi Akiva—like the Sifra's hermeneutic of camouflage—are motivated by an ideological shift toward a
greater emphasis on scriptural authority and away from received traditions, an insight that sheds new light on
the vexing question of midrash and oral tradition in rabbinic sources. Through this close examination of a
notoriously difficult text, Scripture and Tradition recovers a vital piece of the history of Jewish thought.
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From reader reviews:

Marianne Haglund:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Scripture and Tradition: Rabbi
Akiva and the Triumph of Midrash (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). All type of book would
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Mark Shanks:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One
of them is this Scripture and Tradition: Rabbi Akiva and the Triumph of Midrash (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion).

Patsy Cassella:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. Scripture and Tradition: Rabbi Akiva and the Triumph of Midrash (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.

Joseph Vargas:

This Scripture and Tradition: Rabbi Akiva and the Triumph of Midrash (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Scripture and Tradition: Rabbi Akiva and the Triumph of Midrash
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be the light food for you because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what



you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.
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